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VISION

Advancing global technology innovation for the prosperity of all Canadians.

MISSION

CENGN, Canada’s Centre of Excellence in Next

Generation Networks, drives technology innovation and industry growth through our test bed, 

technical expertise, talent development, and partner ecosystem.

Media Kit



Media Kit

HQ Location: Suite 209, 110 Didsbury Road, Kanata, ON K2T 0C2

CENGN Date Started: 2014

Driving Economic Growth Across Canada: CENGN, Canada’s 

Centre of Excellence in Next Generation Networks, delivers 

commercialization services to Canadian tech start-ups and scaleups, 

through its technical expertise and providing access to its commercial 

grade, multi-vendor, and multi-site Living Lab infrastructure. CENGN 

also develops talent through student internships to grow Canada’s 

pool of highly qualified professionals. By enabling the success of 

promising Canadian businesses and professionals, CENGN 

strengthens the innovation economy and develops job growth in 

Canada’s tech sector. 

CENGN’s Living Lab Initiative: CENGN is developing a series of 

collaborative Living Labs nationwide to drive positive digital 

transformation for key economic sectors. This infrastructure and its 

services will directly enable hyper-innovation by validating 

Canadian-made digital solutions that bridge Information 

Technologies, like 5G, IoT, AI, and cloud, with Operation Technology 

in mobility, buildings, mining, and other sectors for increased 

efficiency and productivity outcomes.
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Media Assets

Download CENGN Logo – ”C” Only Black Download CENGN Logo:  “C” Only White

Download CENGN Logo: Black 

Logo: Our logo is the core visual representation of our brand. CENGN’s logo stands for Centre of Excellence in Next 

Generation Networks. The abstract design of the C represents our focus on innovation, future forward and 

technological background. The maple leaf in the center of the C represents Canada.

Download CENGN Logo: White 

Download CENGN’s Brand Style Guide here: Download PDF
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CENGN has a highly dedicated and motivated team of leaders who are passionate about Canada’s technology development and driven by common 

goals and shared values

Sandra Cutrona

President and CEO

As President and CEO of CENGN, Sandra Cutrona provides leadership and strategic direction 

to the company, driving the delivery of CENGN’s mission by collaborating with Canada’s 

transformative technology stakeholders to enable the commercialization, growth, and global 

competitiveness of the country’s innovation economy.

With extensive leadership experience in telecom and emerging technologies, Sandra brings a 

unique blend of operational excellence, strategic partnership growth, and people-focused 

leadership. She has held senior roles across sales, operations, engineering, and enterprise IT. 

Sandra’s leadership has consistently delivered business transformation and sustained revenue 

growth, supporting innovation in the technology sector.
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Steve Hudson

Vice President, Finance & CFO

As VP Finance & CFO, Steve Hudson leads CENGN’s financial strategy and operations, ensuring 

the organization’s financial infrastructure, reporting and planning capabilities align with the 

organization’s program mandate. In addition to Financial leadership, Steve also oversees Human 

Resources.

Steve brings the team significant financial leadership experience across a broad range of 

publicly traded and private business environments, including construction and real estate 

development and management, aerospace design and manufacturing, health care, high-

technology design and manufacturing, and air navigation. Steve holds a Bachelor of Commerce 

from Queen’s University at Kingston and is a Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA, CA).
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Steve Ackle

Vice President, Operations

As VP Operations, Steve Ackle leads the alignment of people, processes and priorities required 

to translate CENGN’s strategy and commitments into execution. He brings proven, long-standing 

leadership across complex projects and programs, PMOs, operations and organizational 

transformation in international telecom and technology environments, combining strategy 

execution and portfolio leadership with deep expertise in governance and organizational 

maturity.

Throughout his career, Steve has been a strong advocate for aligning people around a common 

vision and clear objectives, and for orchestrating the people, capabilities and priorities required 

to achieve them, creating the conditions for stronger collaboration, performance and 

organizational success.
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Leadership

Larry McKay

Vice President, Technology

As VP Technology, Larry McKay keeps CENGN’s technology operations sharp, reliable, and built 

for scale. He drives service performance and delivers high-calibre environments that power 

CENGN’s stakeholders, inside and out.

Larry’s background spans R&D and service organizations, with deep expertise in 5G, cloud, and 

solution architecture. He turns emerging technology into real-world impact; building high-

performing teams, delivering cutting-edge telecom and cloud solutions, and driving innovation 

that empowers people and organizations alike.
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Business Development

Lisa Klimstra

Ontario Region – BD Director

Lisa Klimstra is the Ontario Region Business Development Director at CENGN, focused on driving 

industry growth and building strong relationships with technology companies across the region. 

With a passion for industry development and a customer-centric approach, Lisa brings 

unparalleled enthusiasm to the CENGN team. As Business Development Director, she contributes 

to CENGN’s mandate execution and the continuous development of the team and strategy, 

based on CENGN’s value to the innovation ecosystem.

Lisa is an enthusiastic advocate for the CENGN Living Lab initiative, which provides the services, 

expertise, and infrastructure required to test, validate, and certify network technology solutions. 

This initiative will advance the competitiveness of Canadian industry while also supporting the 

development of new IP and the growth of our most innovative tech startups and scaleups.
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Business Development

Marwa Wazzi

Eastern Regions – BD Director

Marwa Wazzi is the Eastern Regions Business Development Director, leading business 

development across Quebec and Atlantic Canada and supporting the growth of CENGN Living 

Lab Initiative. She works with Canadian startups and scaleups to accelerate technology 

commercialization, adoption, and growth.

Marwa builds strategic partnerships across industry, government, academia, and Canada’s 

innovation ecosystem to advance emerging technologies, including AI, cloud, wireless, and next-

generation networks. She is passionate about strengthening Canada’s innovation ecosystem and 

advancing diversity in technology. Beyond her role at CENGN, she serves as Chair of Women in 

Communications and Technology (WCT) in the National Capital Region, supporting the 

advancement of women and inclusive leadership in Canada’s ICT sector.
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Business Development

Kamal Hassin

Western Region – BD Director

Kamal Hassin is the Western Region Business Development Director focused on developing the 

CENGN Living Lab Initiative in Western Canada and supporting growth-stage startups through 

commercialization and scaling.

Kamal has substantial experience creating and managing partnership organizations, developing 

and executing new go-to-market strategies, and scaling key partner and client relationships. 

Kamal has also held product management roles at tech leading multinationals and investor roles 

at multiple VC firms.
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Business Development

Sarah Muldoon

Ontario Region – BD Director

Sarah Muldoon is the Ontario Region Business Development Director, focused on developing the 

CENGN Living Lab Initiative across the province, supporting growth-stage startups through 

commercialization and scaling.

Sarah is a strategic partnership leader focused on building relationships, creating opportunities, 

and strengthening Canada’s innovation landscape. With significant experience spanning 

technology, research, healthcare, and financial services, Sarah has led partnership, engagement, 

and growth initiatives that connect organizational priorities with market needs.
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Marketing & Communications

Rick Penwarden

Marketing & Communications Director

As Marketing and Communications Director, Rick Penwarden, manages the public relations and 

communications for CENGN. Supporting the organization’s role in driving collaboration between 

tech businesses, industry leaders, academia, and government, Rick champions the message that 

enabling Canadian innovation is crucial to a thriving and resilient economy.

Rick is a proud member of the Canadian research and technology community, having an 

extensive background in tech commercialization and industry adoption of innovative 

technologies. Through his experience with start-ups and not-for-profit, Rick is an outspoken 

advocate for the integration of technology to improve both industry outputs and society.
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Contact Information: 
Rick Penwarden

Marketing & Communication Director
rick.penwarden@cengn.ca 
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